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ASIA CHALLENGE 

[Matt. 9:6-38]. "And seeing the multitudes [Jesus]...said, "The harvest is 

plentiful, but the laborers are few; pray therefore the Lord of the harvest to 

send out laborers into his harvest. 

Some people tell me that the greatest challenge facing the church in 

the world today is right here in the United States. And they may be right. Others 

say that that the greatest challenge is the 20th century rise of Islam. And perhaps 

they are right. But I have a different suggestion. I think our greatest challenge in 

the 21st century will be in Asia. The whole continent. I am convinced that Asia is 

now, and will be for the next hundred years the largest military, political, economic, 

and Christian challenge in the world. 

It’s the largest continent in the world. It has the most people in the 

world. Europe is just a little peninsula dangling off the west end of Asia and about 

to drop into the Atlantic Ocean. Asia has more people than any other continent on 

this earth. 60%. Do you know what percentage we have here in North America? 

Just 6%. 6 compared to 60. 

So where are the largest, the poorest, the hungriest crowds in the world 

today. Surely not here in Princeton. Not even in New York. In another 30 years I 

am told, Bombay (Mumbai?), India, will have more of an absolutely poor and 

hungry population than all of New York City’s five boroughs combined. 

All the other continents shrink in comparison. Asia’s second largest 

country is India--not the largest, which is China. Until very recently, this second 

largest country, India, had more people than the entire population of the two whole 

continents, Latin America and Africa, put together! And out of every hundred 

babies born in Asia, 15 will die before they are five years old. 

Asia is first in just about everything. Not just its huge size. Asia has 

the driest place on earth--the central desert of Iran. And it has the wettest place on 

earth--Cherrapunji in Bengal, India, where once 9 meters of rain fell in less than one 



month. That’s not just inches, that is 30 feet of rain in one month. And Asia has 

the coldest place in the world--in Siberia, near Irkutsk where the temperature falls 

to 94 Fahrenheit below freezing (minus 70 degrees Centigrade). And it has the 

hottest place in the world--tahe Persian Gulf where the summer sun regularly shoots 

the temperature up tol over 122 degrees Fehrenheit. And as everyone knows, Asia 

has the lowest sea (the Dead Sea), and the highest mountain, Mt. Everest (J Herbed, 

An Intnroduction to Asia, p.23f.) 

But the most challenging single statistic that I have come across about 

Asia’ huge population is this. Some years ago I learned that in the next twenty 

years, one billion Asian children will pass the age of 18. It didn’t mean much to me 

at first. One billion Asian young people turning 18. So what? It happens every 

year. But that’s the point. Every year! And that means, as one economist has been 

trying to tell us--it means that every twenty years one billion young in Asia will be 

added to the industrially active age group in the world. And one billion workers, he 

says, is about ten times the entire existing manufacturing labour force of North 

America and Western Europe combined, even if Japan is added to the calculation. 

It means, he said, that "manufacturing will go east." Asia will become the industrial 

center of the world. (N Macrae, The Economist, London, 5/7/1977, p. 42). 

That’s great, he thought. That’s great for Asia. But after thinking 

about it for a while, the same economist, Norman Macrae, had a sobering second 

thought. What will happen to the future of Asia, for the whole world for that 

matter, if those same billion Asian youths don’t turn into workers as one by one they 

reach the age of eighteen? What if they can’t find work? Then, he said, we face the 

terrifying possibility that they will fall into one or the other of what he called "the 

three modern roads to hell": terrorism, war, or over-population. Now over- 

population may not seem to be in quite the same category as war and terrorism as 

"a road to hell", but it may be. Suppose, he says, all these young people turning 18 

simply become parents as the same rate their fathers and mothers did in Asia. 

There will be no more room for so many people, and the earth will become a living 
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simply become parents as the same rate their fathers and mothers did in Asia. 

There will be no more room for so many people, and the earth will become a living 

hell. 

But to me, the thought of one billion young people in Asia becoming 18 

years of age over the next 20 years means much more than what that economist was 

thinking. I’m a Christian, and it means to me that during the next 20 years one 

billion young people will be passing through the most evangelistically reachable years 

of their lives. A billion young people to be reached for Jesus Christ when they may 

be most open to His call. To me, and I hope to you, that is part of the greatest 

challenge, the most urgent challenge, in the world today. 

Jesus said to his disciples. "The harvest is plenteous but the labourers 

are few." How are the churches in Asia meeting this stupendous challenge? 

How much do we here in Princeton know about the churches of Asia. 

Let me unload some hard facts on you. First the bad news. Asia is, after 2000 

years, the least Christian continent in the world. I’ll try not to drown you in 

statistics--but here are few you might want to think about. 

What Asian countries have the largest communities of Christians?: 

1. China 80m (+/-) 6. Vietnam 6.6m 

. Philippines 68m 7. Japan 4.5m 

. India 62m 8. Papua New Guinea 4.4m 

. Indonesia 27m 9. Pakistan 3.8m 

5. South Korea 19m 10. Armenia 3.0m 
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In some ways, perhaps, a more important question may be, What countries have the 

highest and lowest percentage of Christians in proportion to their population? Here 

are the highest: 
1. Papua New Guinea 95.1% 8. Kazakhstan 16.7% 

2. Timor, Eastern 92.1% 9. Indonesia 13.1% 

3. Philippines 89.7% 10. Kuwait 12.7% 

4. Armenia 84.0% 11. Singapore 12.3% 

5. Georgia 66.6% 12.8 Arab & Russian sts. 9.5%! 

6. Lebanon 47.8% 13. Burma (Myanmar) 8.3% 

7. South Korea 40.8% 14. Vietnam 8.3% 

And here are the lowest: 

. Afghanistan 0.0% 

. Yemen 0.2% 

. Iran 0.5% 

. Bhutan 0.5% 

. Turkey 0.6% 

. Bangladesh 0.7% 

. Cambodia 1.1% 

. Mongolia 1.3% 

But overall, remember that Asia is still the least Christian continent in 

the world. About 8%. Christian. Buddha was born in Asia, and most of the world’s 

Buddhists live in Asia. Confucius was born in Asia, and most of the world’s 

Confucianists live in Asia. Mohammed was born in Asia and most of the world’s 

Muslims live in Asia. Hinduism was born in Asia, and most of the world’s Hindus 

live in Asia. 

But Jesus Christ was also born in Asia, and proportionately fewer 

Christians live in Asia than on any other continent. Why? . Is it because Jesus is 

still saying "The field is white unto harvest but the laborers are few"?. 

If Asia is the greatest Christian challenge in the world, statistically 

speaking, you may be expecting me to say, "So go to Asia". But I’m not. I can tell 

1 ~n average for Kazakhstan (16.7%), United Arab Emirate 

(11.1%), Qatar (LO), 5%) - Kyrgistan (On4 sy Bahrein (10.2%) 

Palestine (8.6%), Oman (4.9%), Saudi Arabia(3.7%). [Av. 9.5] 
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you why I went to Asia, but that does not mean that you have to be like me. 

However, I can tell you why I did go to Asia. One day in my middler year here at 

the seminary the chairman of the Board came to speak to us in chapel. He was 

Robert E. Speer, and he was also Secretary of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign 

Missions. He stood up, and at one point in his address he reached down to take his 

watch our of his vest pocket. Holding it up he said, "Young men (there weren’t any 

women here then), this watch can tick for nine and a half years without numbering 

the unbelievers in China alone." Nine and a half years! I could never get that 

statistic out of my mind. And I went to China. 

But I’m not going to tell you to go to China, not even to Asia, or 

anywhere. Jesus didn’t do it that way, and I’d better do no more than what Jesus 

did when he faced the multitudes. He didn’t say, "The laborers are few", so ''Go". 

He said the laborers are few", so "Pray". And if you think prayer is a cop out, a 

poor substitute for real action in mission for the world, you’ve forgotten what Jesus 

says about the power of prayer in our mission to this unbelieving world. Go back 

and read your Bibles. Jesus said, ''Pray", before he told his disciples to "Go" 

And God bless you wherever he finally sends you. 

- Samuel Hugh Moffett 
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ASIA CHALLENGE 

By 
My text today is Matthew 9: 32-38. "And seeing the multitudes [Jesus} 

was moved with compassion (with love)...and said to his disciples, "The harvest is 

plentiful, but the laborers are few; pray therefore the Lord of the harvest to send 

out laborers into his harvest." (?‘ 51->° 

This is a missionary Bible verse. It comes straight from Jesus. And it 

has three important words: LOVE, PRAY and SEND. Three words for 

evangelism and missions. That is our challenge from Christ for mission. 

First, LOVE. Mission begins with love. It doesn’t begin with money. 

It doesn’t begin with education. Mission doesn’t even begin with evangelism--I’ll get 

around later to telling you that mission without evangelism isn’t Christian mission. 
4 ovy Vat carmymaaywaale (ate rn a tly Wee Soin 
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But mission doesn’t begin with evangelism. It begins with love. And it begins at [ove 
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home, not at the other end of the world. Jesus and his disciples were practically at 

home, just across the lake from their homes in Galilee. And Jesus saw the hungry 

multitudes and he was filled with love and compassion for them and wanted to help 

them. Mission begins with your own neighbors, in your own neighborhood, or you 

will never get around to the greater needs of the neighbors beyond your borders. 

Which brings me to Asia. 

Some people tell me that the greatest evangelistic and missionary 

challenge facing the church in the world today is right here in the United States. 

And they may be right. Others say that the greatest challenge is the 20th century 

rise of Islam. And perhaps they are right. But I have a different suggestion. I 

think our greatest challenge in the 21st century will be in Asia. The whole continent. 

I am convinced that Asia is now, and will for the next hundred years be the largest 

political, economic, humanitarian and Christian missionary challenge in the world. 

Asia. It’s the largest continent in the world. It has the most people in 

the world. It covers one-third of the world’s surface. Europe is just a large, dumpy 

we 



peninsula dangling off the west end of Asia and about to fall into the Atlantic ocean. 

Asia has more people than any other continent on this earth. It has 60% of all the 

people in the world. Do you know what percentage of world population we have 

here in North America? Just 6%. 6 compared to 60. Out of every 100 human 

beings in the world, only 6 are in North America; 60 are in Asia. In terms of 

numbers, it’s Asia that most needs evangelists and missionaries. 

s eo where axe the largest multitudes are whom Jesus told us to love, and 

pray for, and send out our missionaries to. Asia-is wherethetargest, the hungeiest 

crowds in _the-world-are teday. And that is where the most people are who have not 

yet found Jesus as their Lord and Saviour. Not in [Princeton or Bloomfield]. Not 

even in New York. [In another 20 years I am told, Bombay (Mumbai?), India, will 

have more of an absolutely poor and hungry population than all of New York City’s 

five boroughs combined.] 

There are many hard places in this troubled world, but for sheer masses 

of suffering people, all the other continents shrink in comparison with Asia. Asia’s 

second largest country is India--not the largest, which is China--but until very 

recently, Asia’s second largest country, India, had more people than the entire 

population of the two whole continents of Latin America and Africa combined! 

But the most challenging single statistic that I have come across 

concerning Asia’ huge population is this. In the next twenty years, one billion Asian 

children will pass the age of 18. I did n¢t at first think much of that fact. One 

billion Asian young people turning 18. It happens every year, so what? But that’s 

the point. Every year 1 billion more young people turning 18. It means, as one 

economist has been trying to tell us for several decades--it means that one billion 

young in Asia will be added to the industrially active age group in the world in only 

twenty years. And one billion workers, he said, is about ten times the entire existing 
on 

manufacturing labour force of North America, Western Europe combined, even if 

Japan is added to the calculation. It means, he said, that "manufacturing will go 

east." Asia will become the industrial center of the world. (N Macrae, The 



Economist, London, 5/7/1977, p. 42). 

Buwalter_usting the-dazeling opportunities shead-for teas parts of 

Asiacpnd-theoné Wilion Goure-asbekrs whe Mil be-added every 207yeaks, “ihe Sime 

economist, Norman Macrae, had a sobering second thought. What will Happett to 

the future of the world if those same billion Asian youth don’t turn into workers as 

they one by one pass the age of eighteen? What if they can’t find work? Then, he 

said, we face the terrifying possibility that they will face one or the other of what he 

called "the three modern roads to hell": terrorism, war, or over-population. Over- 

population may not seem quite in the category of ''a road to hell", but it may well 

be. Suppose, he says, all these young people turning 18 simply become parents as 

the rate their fathers and mothers did in Asia. There will be no more room for so 

many people, and the earth will become a living hell. 
how or», 

To me, ,the thought of one billion young people in Asia becoming 18 

years of age over/the next 20 years meant much more than that economist was 

thinking of. I’m a Christian, and it means to me that during the next 20 years one 

young people will be passing through the most evangelistically reachable years of 

their lives. A billion young people to be reached for Jesus Christ when the may be 

most open to his call. To me, and I hope to you, that is part of the greatest 

challenge in the world today. Asia may be the future’s USE Supe ias 

world. I think we should make it the missionary center of the Wendt OY of every 

100 babies born in Asia, 15 will die before they are five years old. 

I wonder if Jesus, seeing) Asia’s oppressed multitudes, is not saying to 
= =I 

,,"Don’ t you love them any more?", you-people(here in comparatively wealthy, 

en America. 

PRAYER. But the next few sentences in our text are a disturbing 

surprise. When Jesus saw the multitude, and was filled with compassion for all 

those hungry, tired people, what did he do about it? Look at the text--he said, 

"Pray". That’s the second word I emphasize in the text."Pray therefore the Lord 

of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest". 



I suppose to most people, even to some Presbyterians, that sounds like 

an evasion, a cop-out. "I’m so sorry for them. Let us pray". Why didn’t he get 

busy and find them food? Why didn’t he start a protest march on city hall? Jesus 

didn’t even tell his disciples to go and preach to them, to start a revival. He told 

them to pray! 
tee 

As i well remember, Korean Presbyterians, wke take the Bible very 
oma 

seriously, don’t ever think that prayer is a cop-out. Last November, we were in 
A 

Seoul. One pastor in a very large church told us that every day of the week except 

Sunday they have daybreak prayer meeting. That didn’t surprise me. Most 

churches in Korea do the same. But he said that in his church they have to have 

four daybreak prayer meetings, one at 4 a.m, one at 5, one at 6 and one at The ANIL 

two of them, aaaat each sitting 5,000 people come to pray. Perhaps that is why his 

church is growing. It has over 60,4000 members That is more members in one 

Presbyterian church in Seoul than there are in my entire presbytery in Princeton. 

And perhaps that is why Korean Christians have so many more foreign missionaries 

than our own Presbyterian USA church does. What that Korean pastor’s people pray 

for is not for more members, and not just for Korea. They pray for Asia and for 

all the anxious multitudes on that continent who are poor, and sick, and still do not 

know the overpowering joy of knowing our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Years ago one of our Presbyterian missionaries in Korea was going out 

with a Korean Bible woman for evangelism in some country villages. But when she 

went to pick up the woman at her house, the woman took a long, long fie iceme 

out. "Why did you take so long,", Mrs. Luckett asked. And the answer was: It 

does no good to go out without prayer". ‘Which brings me to the third word in 

mission: Send. 

SEND. "Pray therefore the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers, for 

the harvest is plentiful but the laborers are few." I’m not going to ask all of you to 

get up and go back to Asia as missionaries. You have a mission right here and it is 

not an easy one. Evangelism in America is getting harder and harder, as our 



American culture gets more and more secular. But don’t forget Asia. It is the least 

Christian continent in the world. More than 80% of the people in America at least 

still say they are Christians. Less than 8% of Asia’s 2 billion people profess to be 

Christians. Only 7 or 8 Asians out of 100 know Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. 

Your church perhaps supports a missionary. You can perhaps send some something 

to help your former church back in Korea send out another Korean missionary. O 

how much Asia needs them. 

Buddha was born in Asia, and there are more Buddhists in Asia than 

anywhere else in the world. 

Confucius was born in Asia, and there are more Confucianists in Asia than 

anywhere else in the world. 

Muhammad was born in Asia, and there are more Muslims in Asia 

than anywhere else in the world. 

Have you forgotten that Jesus Christ was born in Asia, but there are fewer 

Christians in Asia than on any other continent. 

And that, I believe, is the greatest missionary challenge in the world. 

It is the old, old challenge of Jesus to his disciples. 

"Seeing the multitudes, [Jesus] said to his disciples, ’The harvest truly 

is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Pray therefore the Lord of the 

harvest that he will send out laborers to the harvest." 

LOVE, PRAY and may not be able to go, but you can always SEND. 
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Christian mission. When Zaire received its independence in 1960 there 

was not a single doctor in the whole country. (J.H. Kane, Understanding 

Christian Mission, rev. Pp. 312). Yet when Jesus first sent out his 

disciples in mission, he told them, "preach the kingdom of God and. .hea 
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and collective, is a Christian mission. "The Lord.. executes justice 

for the oppressed; [He] sets the prisoner free [and] lifts up those who 

are bowed down", says the Psalmist (Ps. 146). 

1a The whole world today, they tell us, teeters on the brink of 

| instant tote! and unprecedented physical destruction. The making of 

| peace in a warring world is a Christian mission. '"Blessec are the 

peecemakers, for they shall be called the children of God", said Jesus 

\ (Matt. 5:9). 
If all this is not enough mission for 20th century 

Christians--the struggle against human hunger, ignorance, suffering, 

peverty, injustice and war--what wore can I say? Well, there 1s one 

thing I must say. You can do all this in mission, and still fail 

Christian mission. You can do all this, and leave the deepest need 

the human heart unmet. Two- thirds of the world's people, after two 

thousand SEBS0 seul edo) Dora know and pele “th lendced news that Jesus 

Christ is Lord and Saviour. eae bain it! rarofit them," said Jesus, 

"if they gain the whole world and lose [their] own soul(s].' (Mt. 26) 

20tn 
Put very simply, the Christian world mission in this 

century is to break through any barrier that separates any part of the 

world from desus Christ to tell the good news about Him in every 

possible wey, to anyone who will listen. As Jesus used to say, 

ee hath ears to hear, let him hear”. 

@ Charles W. Bryan, Foreign Mission 
Board seniar vice president for 

- Samuel Hugh Moffett 
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obstacles to the spread of the gospel, animism has been more often 

than not an indication of opportunity rather than resistance. It 

has been in the religious soil of animism that church planters 

have reaped their most spectacular harvests. Korea has been no 

aia? ay 

Government opposition is another factor that might seem 

to affect adversely the growth of the church but which sometimes 

has the opposite result. When it is intense and prolonged it can 

for a time wipe out the organized ecclesiastical structure as it 

has in North Korea since 195. Two-thirds of the Christians of 

Korea were once in the north but there are now no regularly meeting 

congregations left. But in same circumstances opposition only 

strengthens the fiber of the church and lays the groundwork for 

future growth. Lunacharsky, the Russian communist, warned, "Religion 

is like a nail. The harder you hit it, the deeper you drive it 

Naina the wood." 

When the Japanese annexed Korea in 1910 and began to 

harass the church as a center of continuing Korean patriotism, 

church growth slowed perceptibly. But the authorities found that 

the church was the one free Karean organi zationgthey could not 

quite control, Christians were the backbone of the great, non- 

violent Korean independence demonstrations of 1919. Again in 

the years before World War II Christians fought bitterly against 

compromise with Japanese-imposed Shinto worship and were persecuted 

for their resistance. Ultimately, however, this only served to 

identify the church more closel y in the popular mind with anti- 
wd colonialism and with Korean nationalism, Bets helps to explain 

the enormous popularity of Christianity after the war. A second Srptim 9 cha pouty ecamed, Chants contd Wo Lefer be ehpmadisid 04 roy. St bed beume 
Vrrssn, shamy He bys and aeferichiate a the ructien Co hy 
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explosion of church growth occurred. Christianity could no longer 

be stigmatized as foreign. It had become Korean, sharing the hopes 

and aspirations of the nation. 

Contributing to the process of indigenization was a wise 

missionary policy that made the church an independent, self-governing 

Korean entity as rapidly as possible. As soon as there were 

enough ordained Korean elders to outvote the missionaries, Presbyterians, 

for example, cut the Korean church loose from its mission apron-strings. 

They established the self-supporting, autonomous Presbyterian Church 

of Korea which has now ;becane in its various groupings one of the 

five largest bodies in the so-called "third world" of younger churches 

on the mission field. Methodists, Holiness, Baptist, Pentecostal, 

Adventist and Salvation Amy churches have likewise flourished. The 

visitor to Korea is rarely out of sight of the cross on the spire of 

a Christian church. In Seoul alone there are more than 1500 Protestant 

churches, and when Billy Graham held the final meeting of his crusade 

in June more Koreans flocked to hear him than had ever before gathered 

in one place at one time to hear the good news preached. 
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ASIA'S CHALLENGE 
fall. 4 <3 

My subject today is Asia. I was born there and have lived 

most of my life there--four important years in China (two under the 

nationalists and two under the communists), and 44 years in Korea, 18 of 

“hem in North Korea as a boy, and 26 in South korea after the division. 

I was married in Korea, and my father and mother were married in Korea. 

That should be enough to-make me ‘as much-Asian-as-American. But that is 

not why I have chosen Asia as the topic of today's lecture.( I want to 

speak about Asia because I believe that Asia is the greatest economic, 

the greatest political, and the greatest religious challenge in the 

world. 4:5 

Asia is, becoming the center of the world, as Europe once was, 

and as North America is now. Not today's Asia, but tomorrow's, for Asia 

is changing fast. It has changed es much in two generations--my 

father's and mine--as the west changed in two hundred years during the 

jndustrial revolution. ied a. 

There is an island off Korea's east coast where ,they display a 

wheel, a bicycle wheel, in the local school museum. The island is so 

isolated and rises so steeply from the sea that no wheeled 

transportation is possible there, and the islanders want their children 

to know what a wheel actually looks like. Hence the wheel in the 

museum. Yet not far away, just down that same east coast is what is 

said to be the largest steel shipyard in the world, a huge, sprawling 

thina, bigger than anything either in Japan or the United States, where 

the Koreans will be able to assemble and weld together in one piece the 

biggest oi] tankers yet made, ships larger than the Empire State 

building. 

In the last thirty years much of Asia has passed through three 

wrenching and bewildering revolutions. The 1950s were the years of the 

first revolution: the revolution of rising expectations. The west was 

affluent; the east poor; but all that Asia needed to catch up, it was 

told, was to do eway with laissez-faire capitalism and exploiting 

colonialism, and let national planning bring freedom and prosperity to 

the people, preferably under the leadership of a Marxian elite (which 



very few Asians realized was not really Marxianism at all, but 

Leninism). 

At any rate, whatever it was, it didn't work--that Tirst 

revolution. So the 1960s and 1970s brought in a second revolution, the 

revolution of falling expectations. Planning did not bring in what was 

planned. As Gunnar Myrdal noted in his Asian Drama, Asia has been more 

planned against than planned, ana it doesn't like the taste of the 

bitterness of the failure of its revolutionary dreams. 

So now Asia seems to be entering another period, not so 

optimistic as the first revolution, and not so discouraged as the 

second. After the disillusioning collapse of dearly held hopes, it 

seems to be on the verge of a third revolution, a revolution of 

reassessment. China is the all-important exemple. The Chinese 

communists are pausing, puzzled, to look back at the recent past, at the 

failure of qlee lize= Tung! S cultural revolution_and at the fall of the 

gang-of- ganas: ‘analyzing, “economic missudgnents and mistakes of the 

communist world that make a western recession look like the age of gold. 

In sharp contrast to the economic failure of Chinese communism 

there lieg across the Yellow Sea re two \examples of startling, 

non-communist success. Since 1952 the only consistently democratic 

country in all Asia has been rich, capitalistic Japan. And in between 

China and Japan is a pattern for smaller Asian countries;-South Korea, 

an uneven mixture of authoritarianism and democrecy, an amazing economic 

success, and significantly, one of the miracles of modern Christian 

missions. 

The cha] lenge of, choices open to Asia today is overwhelming 

and almost frightening: Tt is ea Foneimeres still undecided and asking 

what road it should follow into the future. Turning points like this in 

history come rarely to continents, and when the continent is Asia, which 

holds half the people in the whole world, it is no hyperbole to call it 

pi the greatest challenge of our generation. 

a Asia's very size is the first and most intimidating part of 

the challenge. It is the biggest continent in the world, 25 million 

square kilometers, which is one-third of all the land area on the 

surface of the globe. And it is the most heavily populated continent in 

the world: 2} billion people, which is about 60% of all the earth' 



inhabitants. By contrest, North America has only 6% of the world's 

people. (The full list is Asia 60%, Europe 15%, Africa 10%, Latin 

America 8%, and North America 6%) 

Let me try to put Asia's population into continental 

perspective. Asia's second largest country in population is India. It 

is only second largest in Asia, but India's population until rather 

recently was larger than the combined populations of the whole 

continents of Arrica and Latin America put together. 

As for the largest country in Asia, China, - the number of 

Chinese is so stacceringly great that up until the recent census the 

margin of uncertainty about China's population was abcut as large as the 

entire known population of the United States. To put it another way, we 

still do not really know how many Chinese there are. The usual estimate 

was one billion, but all we were sure of until the 1980 census was that 

there were somewhere between 900 million and 1 billion 100 million men, 

women and children in China--a difference of 200 million which was not 

far from the census figure for the total number of people in the United 

States. 

And Asia's population is still exploding. Just how fast it is 

growing I suddenly realized when I saw a notice in the Korean papers 

that the population of Seoul, where Eileen and I have been working as 

missionaries, had passed the 9 million mark and was nearing 92 million 

people, making it the sixth largest city in the world. That is twice as 

many people in one Korean city than you have in the whole state of 

Washington (4,150,000). What most astonished me, though, about that 

statistic was that I remembered hearing that when my father first set 

foot in Seoul in 1890, Seoul's population was then estilmated at only 

about 125,000. , There were tigers in Seoul's hills, then, now there are 

just high-rise apartments, and Seoul's annual increase in population is 

greater now than its whole population was then. 

But the most challenging statistic I have come across 

concerning Asia's population is this. In the next twenty years, one 

billion Asian childlren will pass the age of eighteen. To thke 

economist who reported this fact, it was highly significant. It meant 

that one billion young people would be added to the industrially active 

age group in only twenty years. One billion pecple is about ten tiimes 



the entire existing manufacturing labour force of North America, western 

Europe and Japan combined. This meant, he said, that in our time, 

“manufacturing will go east". Asia will become the industrial center of 

the world. (N. Macrae, The Economist, Lond., May 7, 1977, p. 42) 

He may well be right. We know how powerfully japan has drawn 

the industrial and financial center of world balance away from the 

Atlantic basin toward the Pacific. And Asia's "miracle four", as they 

are sometimes called (South Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong and Singapore) are 

only about fifteen years begina Japan, In just the last two decades 

these four small territories effectively stoen Asia's attention away 

from the communist bloc's increasingly empty claims of economic 

progress, and from Japan's seemingly unattainable heights. Asia has 

become more interested in the startling industrial and standard of 

living progress of these smaller states along the lines of hitherto 

strongly criticized western, semi-democratic and capitalistic models, - wu 

than in the failed promises of communist economics and totalitarian 

cultural revolutions. 

Korea is an example. After the division of the country in 

1945 between north end south, the agricultural south, cut off from 

energy sources and industrial power bases, lagged hopeless, behind 

industrialized and now communist North Korea. Then, beginning about 

1961 or 1962 the south pulled itself together and with American help 

built its own economy. For the next sixteen years it "enjoyed the 

fastest export-led economic growth ever known" by any country in the 

world. Today the Korean people in the south are better fed, better 

clothed, and better employed than ever before. How has it been 

accomplished? Unlike Britain, and more like Japan, Korea combined a 

willingness to work with a radical insistence on cost-etTfective new 

machinery and plants. The London Economist (op. cit. p. 42) reported 

that it found a British machine operating in South Korea at three times 

the productivity rate at which it was operating in England. 

Socialists tend to sneer at South Korea's capitalist economy, 

claiming it is built on slave labor to make the rich richer and the poor 

poorer. Actually, it is communist North Korea that has the slave labor, — 4 wey 

patronizingly fed, clothed, housed and herded to work every day by the 

state. 



I am not unaware of the weaknesses of capitalism. As a 

Christian I have misgivings about the capitalistc passion for 

materialist gain. But pragmatically I am for whatever mode will rescue 

the most people from the anguish of their poverty and the burden of 

their oppression, whether it comes from the right or from the left. I 

note that communism sometimes does better on dividing and distributing 

the wealth, but does not know how to produce it. Capitalism, produces 

but does not equitably divide the wealth. Surprisingly, little South 

Korea has done better than most nations in managing both to produce and 

to distribute fairly. To quote the London Economist again, "[South] 

Korea is..one of the few developing countries with a more equal income 

distribution than Sweden", which is widely admired for its 

equalitarianism. 

But after noting the dazzling economic opportunities ahead for 

at least parts of Asia, and the industrial shift to the east as one 4 

billion young workers are added to the iabor force there in the next 

twenty years, the economist I quoted above had a sobering after-thought. 

What will happen to the future of the world if those same one billion 

Asian youth do not turn into workers, as they one by one pass the age of 

eighteen? Then, he said, we face the terrifying possibility they they 

will follow one or the other of what he called "the three modern roads 

to hell": terrorism, war, or over-population. Suppose for example that 

all these youths simply become parents at the rate their fathers and 

mothers did in Asia. Then, there will be no more room Tor so many 

people anywhere on earth and the world will become a living hell. 

To me, however, the thought cf one billion young people in 

Asia becoming 18 years of age in the next 20 years meant much more than 

what the economist was thinking of. Whatever Asia's huge and growing 

population may mean to the world of the future, it means to me that 

during the next twenty years one billion young Asians will be passing 

through the most evangelistically reachable years of their lives. It 

means a billion young Asians to be reached for Jesus Christ in the years 

vihen they will be most open to His call. That to me is an important 

pert of the "greatest challenge" that is Asia. 

"The harvest is plenteous, but the labourers are few" 



The second challenge is Asia's variety. Not just its size. 

Asia is first in just about everything. It has the driest plece on 

earth, the central desert of Iran. And it has the wet place on 

earth, Cherrapunji, in Bengal, where once nine meters of rain fell in 

less than a month. That's not inches; that's 30 feet of rain in one 

month. 

And Asia has the coldest place in the world. South of Irkutsk 

jin Siberia the temperatureregularly falls to 94 degrees below zero 

Fehrerheit (-70 C). And Asia has the hottest place in the world, the 

Persian Gulf, where the summer sun shoots the temperature up over 122 

degrees Fahrenheit (+150 C). And of course Asia has the lowest spot on 

earth, and the highest--the Dead Sea and Mount Everest. (See J. Herbert, 

An Introduction to Asia, Oxford, 1965, pp. 23 f.) 

But the real challenge of Asia lies not in the variety of its 

natural phenomena, but in the diversity of its people, the multiplicity 

of its languages, and the changing patterns of its religions. 

I remember when I was teaching at Nanking Theological Seminary 

in China. Some of our students had to talk to each other through 

interpreters, or through writing. They,were all Chinese but they spoke 

different languages. One of them told me, "We Chinese have 50 different 

major languages". "No", said another, "we have 200". They were both 

partly wrong. If you count lesser variations, China has 1000 different 

languages. But China is only 60% literate. 400 million Chinese cannot 

read. Language is a challenge, but the greater challenge is literacy. 

We could saturate China with Bibles, and still 400 million people 

(almost twice the population of America) would be without the written 

word of God. 

As if that were not enough, compared with China India is a 

basket-case. With 700 million people, India is only 37% literate. It 

has 1,680 different languaces. Even if we could send 1500 Christian 

missionaries tomorrow, each would have to consider learning a different 

language to find the best possible bridge to reach all India with the 

gospel. 

The beauty of literacy work is that it is not thke threat to 

defensive, suspicious national governments that any kind of Christian 

outreach labeled “evangelism” has to face. Nations want their people to 



learn to read, and those who teech them, find in that work the best 

singie tool God has given us for quiet, one-on-one evangelism in the 

undeveloped parts of our world. 

The very variety of Asia's languages, 2,/28 in three of its 

countries alone (China, India and Indonesia)--tcgether with Asia's 

prevailing illiteracy (13 of Asia's least developed ccuntries are 80% 

i]literate--make literacy-evangelism the greatest challenge and the 

greates opportunity in Christian world evangelism today. 

"The harvest is plentecus, but the labourers are few’. 

The third challenge is the challenge of church growth in Asia. 

I mentioned briefly that one of the elements of Asia's variety was the 

changilng patterns of its religions. The oriental religions have been 

the east's most treasured heritage--Islam in west Asia, Hinduism in 

south Asia, Buddhism and Confucianisin in east Asia, and throughout all 

Asia the pervasive superstitions of the Asian folk religions, Shamanism, 

magic Taoism, Shintoism and spiritism. 

But almost unnoticed by students of Asian religion is the 180 

degree reversal in East Asia of the religious spectrum in this century. 

Compare East Asia (China, Japan, Korea) in 1900 and 1980. In 1900 3 out 

of 4 (72%) of East Asia's 500 million people were superstitious, 

animistic folk-religionists. By 1980 only about 1 in 6 (18%) professed 

to follow the old animist ways, and a new category | had displaced folk 
Th 

religion as the dominant recorded religion of east “Asia. 4 50% of East 

Asia and become "professedly non-religious" in 1980; only 18% were still 

folk-religionist; only 13% were Buddhist; and another new category, 

atheist, was in fourth place. Communism may have failed economically in 

East Asia, but combined with the rise of western materialism it seems, 

on the surface at least, to be driving religion out of the Asian mind. 

But there is one religious faith which though still small, has 

quadrupled its percentage of the East Asian population since 1900. In 

percentages of population Christianity cannot begin to match the old 

eastern religions in Asia, but some of the fastest growing churches in 

the world are in Asia. 

Korea is an example, but I will be talking about that in 

another lecture, and Korea is only one of the success stories of 



Christian mission in Asia. In 1900 in all Asia there were only 19 

million Christians. (Most of the statistics I use come from the one 

thousand pages of the World Christian Encyclopedia), and about a third 

of those 19 million Christians in Asia were nominal Catholics in the 

Philippines (about 6 million). Today India alone, with 27 million 

Christians has more believers than all Asia had at the beginning of this 

century, and the Philippine Christian population now numbers almost 50 

million. 

Those figures include both Catholics and Protestants together. 

The countries in Asia with the largest numbers of Protestants are: 

India 134 million (13,616,000, or Of), Wow Mite Beh 

Philippines 13 million (13,042,000, or 24.0%). 94. 

(12,701,000, or 8.2%). 11.07 

( 8,870,000, or 23.6%). _ 30. 

But the most Christianized country in Asia, statistically, is Papua 

Indonesia 124 million 

Korea, S. 9 million 

Guiinea where 97% of its 3 million people profess to be believers. 

From 19 million in 1900, the total Christian constituency in 

Asia has grown to 128 million today, which is a growth rate three times 

as fast as the general population explosion in Asie. 

It is this bewildering cultural variety, interestingly 

enough, that contrary to popular opinion, raises questions about current 

calls for a moratorium on western Christian missions to Asia, and 

suggests instead that a continuing participation in world mission by the 

churches of the west is not only theologically imperative but 

anthropologically end culturally defensible.* Western missions still 

bear the stigma of association with colonialism, it is true. But less 

so, even in India than in Africa, and in Korea, of course, 

anti.-colonialism is anti-Asiatic, not anti-western. In fact, at the 

Asian Center for Theological Studies and Missions in Seoul where we were 

experimenting with training Asiens for missions to Asia, we were 

startled to find deeper antagonisms to mission contacts between some 

Asian countries (India and Pakistan, for example, and Korea ana Japan, 

Iran and Iraq, and so forth) than between those same countries and their 

western Christian contacts. It may be significant that the two Asian 
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